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Application/Control Number: 09/842,025 
Art Unit: 2142 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to application filed on 26 April 2001 . 

2. Claims 1-27 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 22, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Dependent claims 24-26 define the medium as a 
"client device", "host device" or a "propagated signal", respectively. In order to be 
statutory, a computer program must be stored on a computer readable medium 
in order for its functionality to be realized. In these dependent claims, it's not 
evident whether the computer program is stored such that its functionality could 
be realized. For example, how does a "host device" serve as a medium computer 
readable medium? Likewise, these claims serve as evidence that independent 
claim 22 falls into the category of non-statutory. Even though a "medium" is 
explicitly recited, the Applicant's definition of a "medium" extends beyond that 
which is considered statutory. See MPEP 2106(IV)(B)(1 )(b) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being no 
structure for supporting the functionality of the apparatus claim. See MPEP 21 14 
[R-1]- 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over MacNaughton et al. U.S patent no. 5,796,393 in view of Kumar et al. U.S 
patent no. 6,278,993 B1. 

9. As to claim 1 , MacNaughton discloses a method of retrieving electronic 
data from a communications system, the method comprising: 

establishing a connection to the communications system using a first 
account of a user (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 1, line 50 - col, 2, line 33)\ 
initiating a first communication session over the connection associated with the 
first account of the user (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 1, line 50 - col. 2, line 33; 
col. 3, lines 35-61); and however, MacNaughton does not explicitly disclose 
automatically initiating over the same connection one or more additional 
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communication sessions associated with one or more additional accounts of the 
user. Therefore, the artisan would have been motivated to look into the related 
networking management art for potential methods and apparatus for 
implementing automatically initiating over the same connection one or more 
additional communication sessions associated with one or more additional 
accounts of the user. 

In the same filed of endeavor, Kumar discloses (e.g., extending an on-line 
internet) automatically initiating over the same connection one or more additional 
communication sessions (Kumar, Fig. 2, additional web sites like mybank.com, 
mystocks.com, myshopping.com, mortgage.com, etc.) associated with one or 
more additional accounts (Kumar, Fig. 2, additional accounts like mybank 
account, mystocks account, myshopping account, mortgage account, etc.) of the 
user (Kumar, Fig. 2, additional web sites like mybank.com, mystocks.com, 
myshopping.com, mortgage.com, etc.). Kumar also discloses when a user 
invokes a hyperlink from his personal list, software 35 uses the subscriber's 
personal information to provide an automatic and transparent log-in function for 
the subscriber while jumping the subscriber to the subject destination (Kumar, 
col. 12, lines 9-26). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Kumar teachings of 
and transparent log-in function for the subscriber (Kumar, col. 12, lines 9-26) with 
the teachings of MacNaughton, for the purpose of allowing a user to access a 
complete list of the user's usual cyberspace destinations, (Kumar, col. 12, lines 
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9-26). MacNaughton also suggests that the Communities of the present invention 
may serve as a starting or focal point for Web navigating. The present invention 
provides a structure for a Web experience and helps users avoid being 
overwhelmed or overloaded by the complexity of the Web (MacNaughton, col. 4, 
lines 6-56). 

10. As to claim 2, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses accessing electronic data 
associated with the first account of the user (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 3, line 
8 - col. 4, line 56). 

11. As to claim 3, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses accessing electronic data 
associated with the one or more additional accounts of the user (MacNaughton, 
Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 
8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33). 

12. As to claim 4, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses accessing electronic data 
associated with the one or more additional accounts of the user (MacNaughton, 
Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 
8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33). 

1 3. As to claim 5, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein accessing 
electronic data comprises retrieving email (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - 
col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14 -col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 
33). 

14. As to claim 6, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein accessing 
electronic data comprises sending e-mail (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - 
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col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14- col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 
33). 

1 5. As to claim 7, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein accessing 
electronic data comprises downloading one or more files (Kumar, col. 4, line 14 - 
col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 -col. 9, line 33; col. 10, lines 41-51). 

1 6. As to claim 8, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein accessing 
electronic data comprises retrieving messages posted on a message board 
(MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14 - 
col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33). 

1 7. As to claim 9, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein accessing 
electronic data comprises posting messages to a message board (MacNaughton, 
Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, col. 4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 
8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33), 

1 8. As to claim 1 0, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses wherein the first account 
and the one or more additional accounts of the user comprise different screen 
names (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 
4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, 
line 51). 

1 9. As to claim 1 1 , MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein automatically 
initiating one or more additional communication sessions comprises 
automatically switching between the different screen names (MacNaughton, 
Abstract, col. 2, line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 



Application/Control Number: 09/842,025 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2142 

2; col. 4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - 
col. 10, line 51). 

20. As to claim 12, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses setting preferences for 
initiating the first communication session (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, line 50 

- col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14 -col. 5, 
line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51). 

21 . As to claim 13, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein setting 
preferences comprises scheduling a time to initiate the first communication 
session (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, line 50 -col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 
4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14- col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, 
line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 12, lines 9-44). 

22. As to claim 14, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses setting preferences for 
initiating the one or more additional communications sessions (MacNaughton, 
Abstract, col. 2, line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 
2; col. 4, line 14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - 
col. 10, line 51; col. 12, lines 9-44). 

23. As to claim 15, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein setting 
preferences comprises scheduling a time to automatically initiate the one or 
more: additional communications session (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, line 50 

- col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14 -col. 5, 
line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 12, 
lines 9-44). 
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24. As to claim 16, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses setting different 
preferences for initiating the first communication session and for initiating the one 
or more additional communication sessions (MacNaughton, Abstract col. 2, line 
50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14 - col. 
5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 12, 
lines 9-44). 

25. As to claim 17, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the first 
communication session is initiated automatically (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, 
line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 3; col. 4, line 14 - 
col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33; coL 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 
12, lines 9-44). 

26. As to claim 18, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses running the first 
communication session and the one or more additional communication sessions 
in parallel (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - 
col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14- col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 
9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 12, lines 9-44). 

27. As to claim 19, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the user 
comprises a single member of an online service (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, 
line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14- 
coL 5, line 12; col. 8, line 11 - col. 9, line 33; coL 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; col. 
12, lines 9-44). 

28. As to claim 20, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the user 
comprises multiple members of the online service (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 
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2, line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 
14 - col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 1 1 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col. 10, line 51; 
col. 12, lines 9-44). 

29. As to claim 21 , MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the multiple 
members are related (MacNaughton, Abstract, col. 2, line 50 - col. 3, line 5; col. 

3, line 8 - col. 4, line 56; Kumar, Fig. 2; col. 4, line 14- col. 5, line 12; col. 8, line 
11 - col. 9, line 33; col. 9, line 59 - col 10, line 51; col. 12, lines 9-44). 

30. Claim 22 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

31 . As to claim 23, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises a disc (Kumar, Fig. 8, item 147). 

32. As to claim 24, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises a client device (Kumar, Fig. 8, item 147). 

33. As to claim 25, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises a host device (Kumar, Fig. 8, item 169). 

34. As to claim 26, MacNaughton-Kumar discloses, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises a propagated signal (Kumar, Fig. 8). 

35. Claim 27 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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36. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

37. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
703-306-0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 
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